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Darren McMaster @ The Day Trips 

Photo By Dunk Bottrill 



Note from the Editor 

Hope you enjoy this edition of GRIP. There are some pretty funny things in it this year, there is also a huge 

ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘΗ [ƻƻƪ ƻǳǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ !ƭǇƛƴŜ D[Σ ƛǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ōƛƎ Ƙƛǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !ƭǇǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΗ ¢ƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ 

cover has been designed by our resident artist Holl-a-tron (Holly Clothier) Though inspiration was from 

myself. Sorry if I have offended by not putting a mountain on the front cover. I have left most of the arti-

ŎƭŜǎ Ƙƻǿ L ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜƳΧ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜƭƭƛƴƎ ŜǊǊƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀƳƳŀǘƛŎŀƭ ƳƛǎǘŜǊƳŜŀƴŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŜƴŘŜŀǊƛƴƎΦ bƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ Řƻ 

with my inherent laziness or general poor all round life skills. Honest. 

 

Jools 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

/ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ 

 

Hello, and thanks for coming, nice to see so many of you (66 in total) at the Annual Dinner this year! 

 

²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ DwLtΦ LǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ƎƻƻŘ ȅŜŀǊ ŦƻǊ [{a/ ǎƻ ŦŀǊΣ ǿƛǘƘ фф Ŧǳƭƭȅ ǇŀƛŘ ǳǇ ƳŜƳπ

bers, we are pretty much full up, bucking the trend within the Loughborough Athletic Union clubs. We are 

financially stable with a healthy balance sheet, which again seems to be against the grain for AU clubs. 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƛƴ ƴƻ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǇŀǊǘ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ŀƴ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ǿƘƻ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ƘŀǊŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŦǊŜǎƘŜǊΩǎ 

weeks to sell the club to students, and get as many people interested in playing in the mountains, and 

climbing as possible. We did however inherit a very financially sound institution, which has made our lives 

pretty easy, so a big shout out to the committees of the past few years who have made sure we have had 

a pretty easy ride this year. I expect our year end account to look very similar, if not a little healthier than 

it did last year. 

 

 

Jools on Route One @ Wimbery. Photo by Graeme Hammond 



²Ŝ ŀƭƭ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ Ǉŀȅ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǳōǎΣ ǘƘŜƴ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘǳǊƴ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǘǊƛǇǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀƪŜ ǳǎ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭǳō ǿŜ ŀǊŜΦ 

So a silent nod goes out to those that subsidise our climbing habits. Having said that though, we have a 

pretty large core bunch of people this year who have been climbing as much as the weather and their de-

grees allow. Lots of people seem to be climbing quite hard, with Alun Freem climbing Wings of Unreason 

(E4 6a) at the Roaches Skyline, and Remus Knowles generally beasting it up on anything he can see. A few 

ƻǘƘŜǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭǳō ƘŀǾŜ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ψ9ȄǘǊŜƳŜΩ ƎǊŀŘŜǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ 5ŀǊǊŜƴ aŎaŀǎǘŜǊ ōŜπ

ing initiated into the elite club with a fine ascent of Long Tall Sally at Burbidge North. Others are progress-

ing through the grades at a rapid pace, with Aidan Sullivan producing his first HVS in what could only be 

described as minging damp conditions, and Dan Heath also climbing well. There are also some unsung 

ƘŜǊƻŜǎ ŀƳƻƴƎǎǘ ǳǎΣ ǿƘƻ ƎŜǘ ƻǳǘ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŎŀƴΣ ŎƭƛƳō ƘŀǊŘΣ ōǳǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎƻƳŜ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉǳō ŀƴŘ 

shout about it, so again a nod to you guys who keep working hard, but remain pretty much unknown. 

 

We seem to have lots of keen wall rats this year, with people making trips to far flung places such as Bir-

mingham and Warwick, to pull on brightly coloured plastic. Its great to see loads of people really enjoying 

the climbing. There was even a repeat trip to Red Point in Birmingham, just to get a particular problem 

ǎŜƴǘΦ [ŜǘΩǎ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ΨǿƛƴǘŜǊ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΩ ǘǳǊƴǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǎƻƳŜ ŦƛƴŜ ŀǎŎŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜ ǊŜŀƭ ǊƻŎƪ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ 

gets better, and the days get longer. 

 

In terms of meets this year, we have kept a similar format to the past few years, with the Capel Curig ex-

cursion being a big hit as ever, though some interesting tactics when climbing Idwal were undertaken on 

the Saturday. There should be an article in here somewhere about the farce. We tried out a new hut for 

our Lake District trip this year, which proved to be a hit with the bouldereerererrereres in the club, as it 

ǿŀǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ .ƻǿŘŜǊǎǘƻƴŜΦ !ƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛǇǎ ǎƻ ŦŀǊ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ΨǎŜƭƭ ƻǳǘǎΩΦ ¢ƘŜ !ƴƴǳŀƭ 5ƛƴƴŜǊ Ƙŀǎ 

proved so popular we have had to lay on an extra car! The Pembroke Trip this year will be taking place 

over the 4 day bank holiday weekend (thank you Wills & Kate, good timing!) which should be ace, an 

email will be going out shortly to confirm the details, both to ex and current members. There are plans 

ŀŦƻƻǘ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ !ƭǇǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǎƻƳŜ ΨǊŜŀƭΩ ƳƻǳƴǘŀƛƴŜŜǊƛƴƎ ŘƻƴŜΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ 

as the regular invasion of the Fontainebleau boulders at Easter time. On balance it has been a good aca-

demic year so far for the club, with lots of scope for people to get out into the mountains in the coming 

months as the weather gets a little more friendly. 

 

/ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ȅŜŀǊΚ aƛƴƛōǳǎŜǎΧ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ƻƴŎŜ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻ 

longer able to hire them as they are all too heavy for us young uns to drive on our licenses. 

I have really enjoyed being chairman this year, everyone I have had the pleasure of working with has 

been really easy to get along with, and I hope whoever is Chairman next year will enjoy it as much as I 

have. 

 

On a slightly different note, we have our first LSMC engagement for a few years, with Ollie Keeler 

(Chairman 2007-2008) and Lauren Foster (Meet Sec of the same year) due to be married in 2012, con-

gratulations to them. 

 

Thanks for having me.   Jools 




